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Chromosome Numbers of Orchidantha|| Lowiaceael | 
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Abstract[] The somatic chromosome numbers of two species and one variety of Orchidantha[] including 

O . insularis[] O . chinensis and O . chinensis var. longisepala[] are reported here for the first time. The 
results show that the chromosome number of O . insularis is 2n = 18[] apparently belonging to diploid[] and 
those of O . chinensis and O . chinensis var. longisepala are 2n = 54[] thereby being regarded as hexaploid 
[] x2 9[]. In addition[] the geographic relationship of the different chromosome numbers and ploidy in Or- 
chidantha is analyzed. 
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Table 1 Species examined and the vouchers 
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Fig. 1 Metaphase chromosome of three species of Orchidanthd] The length of the bar is 10 pf] 


1. O.chinensis|] 2. O. chinensis var. longisepall] 3. O . insularis 
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Table 2. The chromosome number of several species of Orchidantha 
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[] O Species O O References 
Chromosome number Basic number 
O. chinensis 2n = 6x = 54 Present 
O. chinensis var. longisepala 2n = 6x = 54 Present 
O. holttumii 2n=2x= 18 x=9 Larsen[] 1993 
O. insularis 2n=2x=18 Present 
O. longiflora 2n=2x= 18 Mahanty[] 1970 
O. maxillarioides 2n=2x= 18 Larsen[] 1966[] Mahanty[] 1970 
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